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a machine-shop to a newspaper office. It is
impossible even to train him lor a pursuit, or
a profession, that is still in the hu/y distance.
Civilization is the great disintegrator. As we
become rich we dissipate our energies, we think
of our dinners, our horses, our dogs, our "friends,
our books, our clubs, our travelling. A little
strength and power goes to each. The peasant,
the poor man, must perforce direct all his powers
to one end, and often he becomes master there,
while the rich become weak and small in scattered
interests. So families cannot and do not keep
their places. The rough and poor and strong
come in and take them. Simplicity easily beats
out complexity and dissipation in a few genera-
tions. Hence the constant redistribution of
wealth and power. Until we can overcome this
ever-present obstacle to the successful breeding
of human beings, socialism, it would scorn, is an
unnecessary philosophy. Nature beats socialism
hollow at her own game*

The English common-sense cornea to the fore
again in an attempt to solve this problem. She
is old enough to know from experience that the
world is still ruled by men, and in all probability
will be for a long time to come. She breeds men
therefore as strong and simple as she can. In
these islands sport is not a dissipation for idlerst